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2026 has been dubbed The National Year of Reading. In response to our
world with more distractions and less time, meaning that reading is in decline across
many groups, The National Literacy Trust has put out the call to ‘Go All In’;
helping people see that stories, ideas and imagination belong everywhere.

| am delighted to share our 2026 programme, in direct response to that call.
It’s our biggest, boldest array of exciting, thought-provoking and joyful talks, poetry
readings, workshops, walks, film screenings and performance in our nine year history.

Stories are at the heart of the Festival, with fiction sessions from authors
you’ll recognise from best-seller lists and new voices to discover. We've themed our
panel events, paired fiction with non-fiction and put together a special celebration of
book clubs with The Book Taster brunch and showcase.

Our non-fiction programme is stronger than ever as we partner with Suffolk
Wildlife Trust for their Festival of Nature and | am very excited to present our first
Food Programme - a celebration of Bury St Edmunds’ growing reputation as ‘The
Foodie Capital of East Anglia’ - expertly curated by local food writer Nic Miller.
This feast of all things literary sits alongside our FREE programme for babies, children
and young people, with sessions that offer interactive storytelling, graphic novels,
myth, fantasy and adventure.

| hope that whatever you are into, you'll find something that will

make you want to Go All In, when the Festival comes to town
this October and provide you with plenty of reading

inspiration for the year ahead. ’ ’

Artistic Director
Bury St Edmunds Literature Festival
1G: @mskatesawyer
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Bury St Edmunds Literature Festival Team
Artistic Director: Kate Sawyer Chair of Trustees: Julia Wakelam
Organising Committee: Susan Pocklington, Jackie Burnett, Danielle Patrick, Kate Bolton, Nigel
Bateson
Social Media & Content: Sophie Smith-Bosanquet Food Programme Curator: Nic Miller PR
Consultant: Fiona Smith - Smith & Baxter Technical Event Management: Alec Jarman

A message from our
Chair of Trustees
Julia Wakelam

" Welcome to our 2026 Festival!

Once again, Kate has lined up some incredible
authors, working in all genres, to intrigue, entertain,
enlighten, stimulate and delight us. We also have writing and poetry workshops to get your
own creative juices flowing, literary walks, an expanded children’s and young person’s
programme and much, much more....

None of this, of course, would be possible without the support of many people and
organisations and this is my chance to acknowledge and celebrate that.

Thank you to long time sponsors the Trustees of the Unitarian Meeting House, Greene &
Greene, Solicitors and West Suffolk College. Thank you to Martin & Co, Chassis Cabs, Pigeon
Investments and Ashtons for your continuing sponsorship and to new sponsors, Gircle Health.
Your support of the Festival is warmly appreciated.

We are delighted to continue our partnerships with Bury Library, Bury Tour Guides, Gold Dust
Mentoring, Poetry Aloud, Theatre Royal and Abbeygate Cinema. This year we are also
partnering with Suffolk Wildlife Trust as part of their Festival of Nature, and the Suffolk Book
League.

The Festival aims to be accessible to all, so we are very grateful to the Suffolk Culture Project
Fund, whose support this year has enabled us to caption every event at the Unitarian Meeting
House.

And thank you to Bury Town Gouncil whose support enables us to offer free tickets for under
18’s and reduced price tickets to all those in receipt of benefits as well as supporting our
workshops with schools..

| also want to thank those individuals who make our Festival happen. So thank you to our
Honorary Patrons: writers Nicola Upson, Margaret Meyer, Jill Dawson and Ashley Hickson-
Lovence and our Patrons: Mike and Judy Spenser-Morris and Garoline Marriage. Your generous
support is very much appreciated.

And thank you, too, to our Artistic Director, Kate Sawyer, our new Social Media Assistant,
Sophie Smith-Bosanquet, Nic Miller for her food programme curation Fiona Smith for her PR
support and, in particular, to the other members of our Organising Committee: Susan
Pocklington, Jackie Burnett, Danielle Patrick, Nigel Bateson and Kate Bolton. Thank you to our
volunteers, too numerous to name, who help our events to run as smoothly as possible.
Without the commitment and hard work of you all there would be no Festival.

Find out more about the team hehind the Festival: burylitfest.co.uk/ahout

s19%91]

=

en Fiit yn-0a-ysajppking



o 'E?.- 5 Tickets

hurylitfest.co.uk

i VVHURSDAY 8™ OCTOBER

11:00 LIBRARY
i Follow The Leader
W Harriet Howe

'8 Picture Books for Toddlers & Pre-Schoolers

1] 14:00 ATHENAEUM

| Uncovering The Athenaeum

ﬂ Adrian Tindall

i 16:30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
N A Time of Witches

| Madeleine Martin

l117:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

i Workshop: Writing In Images

| Monique Roffey

{ in partnership with Gold Dust Writer Mentoring

} 17:30 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
& The Cuckoo's Lea

W Michael ] Warren

‘ part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature
[ 18:00 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
ﬂ An Evening With Rachel Joyce
;/ 19:15 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

Best-Selling author of The Unexpected Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
| The Waterlands

Stephen Rutt
part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature

19:30 ABBEYCATE CINEMA

¥ film screening partnership with Abbeygate Cinema - book direct

19 30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
& An evening with Monique Roffey

Award-winning author of The Mermaid of Black Conch

RIDAY 9TH OCTOBER =

11:30 & 13: 00 LIBRARY
That's Not My...

George Hoyle
Sensory Storytelling for Babies & Toddlers

12:00 ANGEL HILL - opposite Abbey Gate
. Literary Bury St Edmunds
Bury Tour Guides

Guided walking tour

16:00 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
Snack Hacker X Fired Up

George Egg & Melissa Thompson

Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk’s Foodie Capital

16:30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
Constable’s Year

Susan Owens

& The Unexpected Pilgrimage of Harold Fry

& 17:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

Il Down To Earth

§ Robert Ashton

{| part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature

‘1 17:45 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
! A Year of Creative Thinking

ﬂ Jessica Swale

\ 18:00 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
| Smelling of Rooks

! Louis De Berniéres

J Best-selling author of Captain Correlli's Mandolin

N 18:30 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

Y Flying Pianos: The Eccentric Birth of
f British Aviation

| Charles Spicer

 19:30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH

| Artists, Lovers, Outsiders
Damian Barr & Andrew Durbin

\ Followed by Open Mic

in partnership with Poetry Aloud

N 20:00 ABBEYGATE CINEMA

! Captain Corelli's Mandolin

film screening partnership - book direct with cinema
20:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

| Ouida: A Little Scandal is an Excellent
Thing

Lynn Whitehead

A one woman performance

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER =

10:30 THE HUNTER ARTS CLUB
Book Taster Coffee Morning
Book & Pudding Clubs UK

11:00 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH
What the Wild Sea Can Be

Helen Scales
part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature

11:00 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
Gold from Newton's Apple Tree
Nabil Ali

part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature
11:00 LIBRARY

Dad Bot

Jack Noel

Hilarious Graphic Novels for Kids 5+

| 11:00 QUAKERS MEETING HOUSE

| Workshop: Writing Beyond What You
i Know

)\ Guinevere Glasfurd

| in partnership with Gold Dust Writer Mentoring

§ 11:15 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

Magic, Myths & Lovers - Romantasy &
New Adult Fiction

| Annaliese Avery, Lex Croucher, Melinda
} Salisbury

f| 12:30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH

Abi Daré

F 12:45 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

I The Beautiful Game

) Anna Trench, George Harrison, Ashley
il Hickson-Lovence

! 13:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

East Anglian Voices: Midlife Debuts

| Jenny Knight, Camilla Balshaw, Elspeth
i Latimer

I 13:30 QUAKER MEETING HOUSE

I Workshop: Writing Crime

Andrew Wilson

in partnership with Gold Dust Writer Mentoring

114:00 QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
i Workshop: Writing Poetry
| George Szirtes

“,1 in partnership with Poetry Aloud

14:00 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH

| Sarah Turner, Matson Taylor, Philippa
‘ Mahcka

in partnership with Book & Pudding Clubs UK

K 14:30 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

¥ Litwitchure

Jen Cowie and Fiona Lensvelt

I 14:30 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
! Who Are We Writing For?
| MiMi Aye & Tim Anderson

Rl Bury St Edmunds: Suffolk’s Foodie Capital

15:00 LIBRARY
Myths, Legends & Folk Tales
Kevin Crossley-Holland

I Storytelling for Kids 9+

§ 15:30 QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Workshop: Goal Setting for Writers
Annaliese Avery

16:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

§| Ever Land

N Amy Abdelnoor

And So | Roar - Finding Your Louding Voice

Booktaster - Book Club Fiction Showcase

4 Pixie
Jill Dawson

| From Thriller to Killer TV
W Lesley Kara & TM Logan
B 17:30 UNITED REFORMED - HALL

| food & the flavour of Lebanon
0 Jad Youssef

§ An Evening with Sarah Winman
Best-selling author of Still Life

| Fiction

R Cecile Pin, Nicolas Padamsee

W Ashley Hickson-Lovence

| 19:00 UNITED REFORMED - HALL
% Kevin Crossley Holland - Poetry
I Followed by Open Mic

W} in partnership with Poetry Aloud

8 19:30 UNITED REFORMED -

| CHURCH

| Fundamentally

) Nussaibah Younis

| 19:45 UNITARIAN MEETING

§ HOUSE

| Dark Fairy Tales

il Viktor Wynd

i Storytelling and Live Folk Music

" SUNDAY 11™ OCTOBER

10:45 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
Words From The Hedge
Richard Negus

part of Suffolk Wildlife Trust - Festival of Nature
11:00 LIBRARY
The Girl Who Raced The World

Nat Harrison
| Adventure fiction for Children 5+

12:30 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
Marilyn Monroe : Fact & Fiction of a
Dazzling Life

. Andrew Wilson & Julie Owen-Moylan
13:00 LIBRARY
The Cruise Ship Kid

Emma Swan
Mystery fiction for Children 5+

| 16:15 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE

{ 16:30 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH

i Lebnani: A journey through family,

| 18:00 UNITED REFORMED - CHURCH

Yl 18:00 UNITARIAN MEETING HOUSE
 Modern Man: Masculinity in Literary
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